RESOLUTION OF THE WARD 3 DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE REGARDING THE CLEAN ENERGY DC OMNIBUS AMENDMENT ACT OF 2018 (B22-0904)

Passed 12/12/18

Whereas, the District of Columbia, the nation, and the world are facing a catastrophic threat from global climate change, rising temperatures, increasing weather extremes, glacier melt and sea-level rise, which science has shown are strongly associated with human activities that consume fossil fuels and produce “greenhouse gases”;

Whereas, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) of the United Nations issued a report on October 8, 2018, calling on all governments to step up efforts to slow down global warming by reducing carbon emissions, recommending limiting the global temperature increase to 1.5º C not 2º C;

Whereas, the IPCC report says that use of coal as an energy source and fuel for generating electricity should be reduced worldwide by close to 80% by 2030 to keep the globe on track to meet that 1.5º C target, and to nearly zero by 2050;

Whereas, since Pepco’s two aged electric generating plants in the District (Benning Road and Buzzard Point) were permanently closed in 2012, the District no longer has any active power plants generating electricity for public distribution, which means that the carbon emissions and other heat and environmental effects associated with electricity use in the District are produced by facilities located outside the District;

Whereas, providing firm targets and incentives for consumers and electric suppliers serving District consumers are therefore the major mechanisms for city officials to achieve carbon reduction and sustainability goals;

Whereas, in 2005, the District Council enacted its first Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) that applies to all retail electricity sales in the District, with modifications in 2008, 2010, 2011, and in 2015/2016 the Council adopted significant amendments to the RPS by expanding the RPS target for Tier 1 renewable sources to 50% by 2032 and the solar requirement to 5% by 2032;

Whereas, the Council is now considering new legislation, the Clean Energy DC Omnibus Amendment Act of 2018 (B22-0904) which would increase the RPS target for renewable sources to 100% by 2032;

Whereas, the IPCC report also points to the benefits of a 75% increase in energy efficiency in buildings, which make up a significant portion of energy use and energy waste in the District;

Whereas, the proposed legislation in the District would require the DC Department of Energy and the Environment to adopt mandatory Building Emissions Standards that apply to both private and District government buildings, to go into effect in 2020--the

first program of that kind in the nation--which will require existing and new buildings to be far more energy efficient;

Whereas, the process for developing the proposed legislation brought together city officials, environmental advocates, businesses, industry representatives to the same table, resulting in a bill that can be a national model of local action at a time when current national leadership has abdicated the responsibility despite the emerging crisis of climate chaos confronting future generations;

Whereas, under the Energy Policy Act of 1992, the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) set energy efficiency standards for new buildings and has been responsible for tracking progress and alerting states to the need to adopt new commercial energy codes that save energy;

Whereas the federal government has not set energy efficiency standards for existing buildings;

Whereas, solid targets and strong incentives are going to be necessary for building owners and developers, as well as purchasers and providers of electricity, to adjust their familiar business practices and pursue research and development of new and innovative options for improving efficiency, reducing wasted heat and light and electricity, reducing carbon emissions, and using more renewable energy;

Whereas, under the proposed bill, electricity suppliers will be required to obtain a certain percentage of their energy from long-term purchase agreements (7 years or more) with generators that use renewable sources, rather than relying on spot market purchases and on individual consumer choice to purchase electricity from solar and wind;

Whereas, the bill requires that “Beginning January 1, 2022, an electricity supplier shall meet its renewable portfolio standard by obtaining at least 70% of its renewable energy credits from renewable sources with which the supplier has a long-term purchase agreement,” which will have a significant positive impact on the supply side for renewables and help create a stable market;

Whereas, renewable energy sources such as solar and wind require substantial investments in new facilities that have to be paid for, so long-term contracts for the power are desirable to provide a stable revenue base and help cover the carrying costs/debt service for a plant, significantly affecting the facilities’ ability to survive and thrive;

Whereas, significant new sources of renewable power, including residential and community-based solar in the District as well as large-scale solar and wind generating facilities in surrounding areas, are being developed and will continue to be developed in increasing volumes in coming years;
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Whereas, development of renewable energy sources stimulates local employment and business start-ups with needed workforce training and development, along with the multiplier effects of that increased economic activity;

Therefore, it is hereby resolved by the Ward Three Democratic Committee of the

District of Columbia that the Ward Three Democratic Committee:

1. Supports the goals and mechanisms in the Clean Energy DC Omnibus Amendment Act as proposed and calls on the Council to pass the bill without delay;

2. Specifically supports the bill’s strengthening of the District’s Renewable Portfolio

Standards designed to eliminate greenhouse gas emissions from electricity generation associated with District electric consumption by 2032; energy efficiency performance standards for buildings in the District; and initiatives to work with nearby jurisdictions to achieve regional coordination in reducing carbon emissions;

3. Strongly supports programs to protect low income households from significant rate increases related to these initiatives including the provision that, starting in FY2020, at least 20% of the funds going into the DC Sustainable Energy Trust Fund from increased assessments on gas and electric bills shall be used to benefit low-income residents, including financial assistance in paying their energy bills, energy efficiency/weatherization improvements, programs to help them change the source of energy they are using from oil or gas to lower cost and more sustainable resources, and energy improvements to commercial and institutional buildings serving low-income residents;

4. Strongly opposes amending the bill to slow the District’s needed progress to shift to using renewable energy to the maximum extent feasible consistent with electricity reliability and costs;

5. Particularly advises against amending the bill to eliminate or substantially weaken the provisions that require companies which sell electricity to customers in the District use long-term power purchase agreements, which agreements are important to developing and maintaining renewable energy supplies;

6. Authorizes the Chair of the Ward 3 Democratic Committee and the Chair of the Transportation and Environment Task Force or their designees to take all reasonable actions to implement this resolution.

Passed by:

THE WARD THREE DEMOCRATIC 
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